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New Opportunities.  More Savers.
Consider Getting Involved in Texas Saves and Texas Saves Week 2012!

The Center for Public Policy Priorities (CPPP), with our OpportunityTexas partners, took leadership of Texas Saves in late 2010 to create a strong savings culture in Texas.  Key Texas Saves partners include the Texas Department of Banking, FDIC, the Office of the Consumer Credit Commissioner, RAISE Texas and the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.  Texas Saves promotes opportunities for:

· Texas children to open savings accounts and save for college; 
· Texas families to save for emergencies and at tax time; and, 
· Texas workers to save at the workplace.   

Texas Saves connects individuals to savings resources by encouraging them to enroll in Texas Saves at www.texassaves.org .  In return, they receive a monthly e-newsletter from America Saves with savings tips and become part of a national savings community.  We are also working to connect Texans to low/no minimum balance savings accounts by developing and publishing the Texans Can Save Directory, a directory of financial institutions that offer “saver-friendly” savings accounts in Texas, which will be posted on our website during the first quarter of 2012.  As part of Texas Saves, we also coordinate and promote activities for Texas/America Saves Week, February 19-26 – a week to focus on savings and encourage Texans to take financial action.  To learn more, click here to view slides from our recent  Texas Saves webinar.

Please consider partnering with us to make Texas Saves and Texas Saves Week 2012 a success!  

How to Get Involved in Texas Saves 
· Help us promote enrollment in Texas Saves by distributing this Texas Saves enrollment flyer to your clients and customers.  If you are located in Houston, we will also be posting an enrollment flyer branded for Houston Saves on our website in a few weeks.  
· Integrate Texas Saves enrollment into your financial education program.
· List your low/no minimum balance savings accounts in our Texans Can Save Savings Account Directory. 

How to Get Involved in Texas Saves Week 2012     
· Promote enrollment in Texas Saves.  
· Host an event during Saves Week and we’ll promote it on www.texassaves.org.
· Participate in our informal social media contest
· Contest Details:
· We’ll post daily savings tips on the OpportunityTexas Facebook page two weeks leading up to Saves Week and during the week. If you sign-up to participate, we’ll send you our list of savings posts for you to re-post in advance.
· Re-post our posts from February 13-24 and recruit Facebook fans to “Like” your page.
· We’ll recognize the two organizations that re-post our savings tips and grow their Facebook fanbase the most from February 13-24.





· Offer incentives to individuals to open savings accounts during the Week.
· Sponsor and promote tax-time savings incentive projects taking place in your community.  
· OpporutnityTexas is supporting projects at Foundation Communities’ VITA sites in Austin and at VITA sites operated or supported by local United Ways in the following areas: Southern Cameron County, Coastal Bend, Longview, Lubbock Area, Midland, Tarrant County, Mid and South Jefferson County, Metropolitan Dallas, San Antonio, North Texas (Wichita Falls), and Central Texas (Temple).  
· Neighborhood Centers in Houston, United Way of Tarrant County, United Way of San Antonio and Coastal Community Credit Union in Galveston are also operating or supporting other projects that incentivize tax-time savings at their VITA sites this year.
· Sign-up to participate in America Saves Week to receive communications about the Week from America Saves.   

Houston Saves and Young Texas Saves
We are thrilled to announce that two new America Saves campaigns are kicking off in Texas.  In Houston, Covenant Community Capital recently launched the Houston Saves campaign.  Also, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service is planning to launch a statewide Young Texas Saves campaign.  

If you are interested in getting involved in Texas Saves and Texas Saves Week 2012, please take a few minutes to fill out our survey using the below link by January 31.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGFhNVByRzdZMDZaYmxpb1d4bFlBSFE6MQ
We look forward to hearing from and working with you to grow a strong savings culture in Texas!

Sincerely,

The OpportunityTexas Team
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